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Text:  
The PCC4U (Palliative Care Curriculum for Undergraduates) project aims to support the inclusion of 
the principles and practice of palliative care in all health professional training. While uptake rates of 
the project resources and curriculum initiatives is strong in medicine and nursing (86% of courses 
actively engaged with the project in 2012) integration of palliative care content in allied health 
disciplines has been less consistent. This report explores the process adopted to address this issue.   
 
In 2012 six allied health courses – representing social work, pharmacy, psychology, occupational 
therapy, dietetics and physiotherapy – commenced a range of tailored curriculum initiatives with the 
aim of informing the development of exemplars of integration of palliative care in specific 
disciplines. The PCC4U project provided palliative care learning materials, curriculum resources and 
expertise, and financial support as part of this curriculum development process.  
 
Review of the outcomes of each initiative indicates that tailored support has provided an 
opportunity for courses to develop palliative care curriculum content that reflects both discipline 
and local contexts. It has contributed six discipline specific exemplars of the integration of palliative 
care in allied health professional curricula and provided insights into allied health educational 
approaches in palliative care, particularly the use of evidence based resources.   
As a result project curriculum materials and activities have been expanded.  These will be 
implemented with allied health courses through workshops, site visits and curriculum mapping 
initiatives in 2013 to better sustain the integration of palliative care in health professional curricula. 
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